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As we move into another Season we can feel the 
excitement as well as challenges that winter months 
can bring and I am delighted to welcome you to 
our latest newlsetter and the opportunity to reflect 
together on some of the issues that lie ahead.

The work has certainly not stopped in the house or 
with home visits and the staff have been outstanding 
in delivering the much needed care for patients, 
carers and families this year, a year which has seen 
the worst global pandemic in living memory. 

New and innovative ways have been found to combat 
the restrictions Covid 19 has brought and an attitude 
which said loud and clear we were not going to be 
defeated by it. They have been terrific, rolling up 
sleeves (putting on PPE) and just getting on with 
what they know best; help, support and love. 

Thank you to each and everyone one of you for your 
dedication and resilience at this time. And I feel that 
is what is needed today more than ever, a community 
coming together providing, not only a shoulder for 
others to lean on, but those basic of human needs, 
the right of everyone to have a good life and a good 
death. We will make every effort to try to fulfil that 
goal with your help.

The pandemic will continue to present huge challenges 
for you all and for the charity sector for some time 
to come. As a consequence, we have needed to look 
carefully at our organisational structure which we 
have adapted to ensure we can provide our services 
into the future. We have sadly had to let go some 
long serving and dedicated staff which we are truly 

sorry about and wish them 
well for the future. 

The support from donors 
and families has been 
incredible with offers of 
funding coming in even 
before we launched our Emergency Appeal – many 
people understood that without that continuous 
financial support we simply are no longer viable.

The government has also supported the hospice 
movement which is welcomed although with the 
continuing fundraising difficulties – shops closed, 
no large fundraising events or smaller localised 
events which are so important and provide a fun 
way to support the hospice, we need that  support 
to continue. We also need the whole community to 
get involved and if you can pledge on a regular basis 
or through legacy or by providing whatever you feel 
able, that would be so valuable and will ensure the 
blue door stays open for all.

So I do hope you are able to share your love 
with friends and family over the festive time and 
remember those less fortunate. We are here to 
help and support and please speak with us if you 
need our help. We are always there for you.

Thank you for taking time to read this newsletter.
Seasonal Greetings and remember you need a little 
darkness in order to see the stars.

John William Marshall ACIB 
Beaumond House Director

Seasons
 Greetings
We would like to send a heartfelt thank you to our staff, volunteers and 
supporters.  Everyone at Beaumond House, patients, volunteers, Directors 
and staff appreciate your support which helps to ensure we can continue to 
make the hospice the safe, caring, loving place it is.
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Staff at Beaumond House have been 
described as angels for the way they 
helped two members of the same family.

Zoe Picker of Balderton said Beaumond House 
Hospice Care had stepped in to help her mum, 
Tracey Edlin and her grandma, Margaret Edlin, at a 
time when they really needed it.

“Beaumond House will always have a very special 
place in our hearts,” she said.

Margaret was diagnosed with breast cancer four 
years ago but it was being kept under control with 
medication. But then in November 2019 she needed 
to be admitted to hospital and she and her family were 
told the cancer had spread. She was allowed home 
with a care package, but Zoe said that despite that 
help and the loving care provided by the family it was 
not enough, especially as they were also caring for her 
mum. So Zoe rang Beaumond House to ask for help.

“We didn’t know what else to do so we were so 
relieved when they said that gran could come into 
the hospice,” said Zoe. “She loved 
it and felt so well cared for.”

Margaret died in Beaumond 
House on Christmas Eve with her 
son Jon and grandchildren Zoe 
and Zak with her. She was 86.
“She was so peaceful; she was not 
in any pain,” said Zoe.

Tracey was diagnosed with bowel 
cancer in October 2019. She was 
prescribed medication and had been due to have 
chemotherapy but that had to be delayed because 
of other problems. By the time they had cleared 
up the cancer had spread. Tracey was determined 
to remain at home cared for by her family. She was 
reluctant to have help from Beaumond House but 
after meeting a nurse from the Hospice at Home 
team she changed her mind.

“She and nurse got on so well. She was always 
friendly and jolly and became her friend” said Zoe. 
“Beaumond House were absolutely brilliant. Just like 
gran they gave her comfort and made her feel safe. 
“She uplifted her and gave her umph back.”
Tracey died in January 2020 peacefully at home with 
her family and her best friend by her side. 
She was 55.

In the spring Zoe put together a moving Facebook 
video speaking of her family’s experience.

“It was really hard to do but I wanted to 
do it,” she said. “I wanted people to know 
just how much Beaumond House helped 
my family.”

The video was seen more than 3,000 
times and as a result, more than £1,500 
was donated to the hospice. Zoe has 
also raised money for the hospice in the 
past with medium and fashion shows. 
Her brother Zak has raised £600 through 
singing on Facebook to a live audience 
and had planned a football event which 

had to be cancelled because of the pandemic.

In January Zoe will continue with her fundraising when 
she plans to go all month without an alcoholic drink.
“I want to prove to myself I can do four weeks if 
it’s for my mum and gran,” she said. “I can do this 
for mum, grandma for myself and for Beaumond 
House.”

LiLight up ght up 
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www.beaumondhouse.co.uk/light-up-a-life-2020


